THE FIRST STRIK t.
Ragton Letter to the Harlford vost,

The first sirike among ouy working peo-
ple, | think, wus at Dover, N., H., in 1827 or 1828,
The Cooneco Works wers established 1n 1820, ang
ﬁm_qparn:ﬁveg were | almost emtirely American
irls, who deemed that wegving and spinning
were better than farming, and became ™ factory
girls" on the erectlon pf- the wnorks at Dover
Falls. A small factory up the river was No. 1,
and the works at the (4lls wers Nos. 2, 8, and &,
as [ beliaye they are at the presgnt time, Every-
t,h;ns' went on spinningiy and smootbnly votit
the year of which I write. There were exao-
tions on the part of 'the corporation that thy in.
dependent spirik of the fair splnners and weay-
ore ¢ouid not brook. A rule was made tbat
thp great gates should be shug at bell ringing,
and those who were luve shouifl go throu h the
gounting room pussageWny to be marked fur re-

:
|

duction of) pay,| largelyt dusproportioned to the
delinquency. J,I I8 ' MH¥e gredt offense,! other
mefsures nwakb:{ed pposition, and oo u fipe
mprojugi the mills were. idle.!| Bvery operative
wak out, leaving the oyprseers o run them'alone.
Tpey met at some cony prient sguare, wad, form-
ing a priicession, witn| B band/land bearing the
Americah flag,|they paraded the town, under
& leader whom I .vdry well knew a year
later, and a u_tu}wu_l". manly| guard of ope
far thelr protection. 'The corporation. came
dowp at onca,|the offensive rules w with-
drawn for the !tlme, and 'dverything went
on harmonlously. ut ‘thege arosze, again,
tureats of war between! James [F. Curtis, 8 new
ent, and Mill No. .| e was [not a forttnate
‘sglection Tor the office;as he [bad been a sen
Captain,| and endeavored m'lntr_odufa-ship‘s
pline among bis jorew oi_ t would
Hut work, and a% gnnarﬁ frritatidn prevailed, The
climax wag readbed when 'he grdered the wip-
dows of No. £ to be naijed down Thmwwﬁoael
oveil uight, ‘and o 1

foupd out what ha ‘lldone, aod ohe
of the Joom 'ﬁtﬂs id  faiuted, their snger
knew no boun{ls, A strike thsp-mﬂl WRa

the oonsequencs. 1 saw th ‘
from an upper window:' opposite, and such a.

clatter of tongues bua no n heard sin
Bavel. ent Cartis wis or, and wa
among them, abpry at firs ut that bird

wouido't fight, apd he cawmie down 'to cosxing,
begring them to return, arguing the necossity
for the malling down, which pxcited them the
more, until be compromised| the mmatter by
Bligﬂnm Et;e wtnd:c:u o b:i gpened ;pa;rt, WRY.

er o men re 1 aud ther re-
turned{-nt oir 'work, but du the altercation
with hita they bad spptted his black epat with
cotton ‘lg:hn until helooked like a new descrip-
tion of leopard.



