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dpfpcts of the American \Vay. They werp aberrations, like the backslid­
ings of a de facto saint or tilt' stifl~necked recalcitrancp of a chosen ])pople. 
Emerson's denunciations, like thosp of\Vhitman and Thoreau, wprp part 
of a ritual attpmpt to wake his countrymen up to the potential of their 
culturp.34 The slm of the good that Emerson saw reflected in the pond, 
the bare common, or the leaf of grass was the same sun that warmed 
Boston and all the antebellum North. 

This was the puhlic Emerson. Privatply. we know, he could sound the 
depths of despair. But despair in this case was simply the other side of 
consensus. For the faith that magnifIcd the culture into a cosmos carried 
with it an ominous prospect. If America failed. then thc cosmos itself­
the laws of history, nature, and the mind-had hliled as well. Millennium 
or doomsday, American heaven or universal hell: it was the choice de­
manded by tIll' rhetoric of consensus. Either way it served to obViate 
social alternatin's. and on those grounds the kadel's of American society, 
from \Vinthrop through Lincoln. have invok('d the threat of doomsday, 
formulaically, as a rallving cry filr cultural revitalization. In one fill'ln or 
another, they have always insisted that America is the last, best hope of 
mankind-meaning bv I(/sl both tdos (as in the Puritan sense of "latter 
days" or the \Vhig notion of a ft'\'olution to end revolutions) and final 
choice, one last chance to redepm humanit~·. Both \Trsions c,lrried the 
same message. Lasl plus consensns meant I)('sl; Ilisl without consensus 
meant catastrophe. TIll' point was not to offer alkrnatives but to induce a 
state of anxiety, an apocalvptic sense of urgency, that would enlilrce 
compliance. And generally. through the nineteenth centmy, the Ameri­
can middle class (including, as we've seen, the middle class "radicals") 
responded bv embracing the covenant. 

Those who did not join in hope confiJrIlled in desperation. Thus the 
Populist Ignatius DOlmplly, confi'onted with what he thought were the 
cousP<jnences of America's "betraval of promiw" Cutter social dpstruc­
tion," "world cataclysm''). fillmd a way out of "perpetual nihilism" by 
redpdicating himsl'1f to the "unEJthonwd reservoir of \'irtup ... within all 
Americans." Edward Bellamv made the samp sod of Pascal's wager on the 
side of America. 'Ld /IS hcar i/l milld," he cautioned his militaut filllowers. 
"that if it hc afai{,Jre. it Icill he afillalfll il/l re. Therc ('1111 1)(' 110 /lwre IlelC 

Icorlds 10 he di.\·cocer('(l"; and on that premise he summOlwd them (along 
with all other "true nationalists") "filrwanl to the .'\merican Jerusalem." 
The young \Vhitman was pven more direC'l in his reasoning. On 24 No­
veml)('r 1846. as the left-Wing republican editor of Thc Brooklr/fl Dai/!/ 
f;aglc, he reminded his readers that 

The time will surelv comp-that holv millpnuium of libertv-when 
the "Victory of emluranc(' born" .shalllift the masses ... and make 
them achip\'e something of that destiny which we may suppose God 

intends eligible filr mankind. And this problpm is to be workpd out 
through the people, krritory, and government of the United States. 
If it should hlil' 0, dark were the hour and dreary l)(-'vond descrip­
tion the horror of such a failure-which we anticipate not at all' 

When he did dare to anticipate it, decades latt'r. \Vhitman prompth 
recoiled from the horror into what remains the most impassioned paean 
in the literature to the nation's "Democratic Vistas." The excpss('S of 
business and technology. he explained. the gn>pd of politiciallS and "this 
almost maniacal appetite for wealth prevalpnt in the tJnitpd States." all 
these were "parts of amelioration and progress. indispensabh' Ilt'eded to 
prepare" for America's "assur'd" and "nnparrallel'u success." TIl(-' \'{'ry 
"darkness of the hour" cast figural shadows, intimatint!; "imperial desti­
nies, dazzling as the sun. "35 

Most major writers did not enlist so readily in the party of hope. A few. 
like Henry Auams, grimly settled fill' the doomsday option. Others. like 
Mark Twain, seem to havc slid into it, as it were. against their will and 
with unresolved ambivalplKT. Still others, like Melvillp, \'acillatcd be­
tween extremes ('tlw political T\lessiah has comc in /IS"; "Columbus ended 
earth's romance"). But by and larg;e our classic writers filIlI1d the prospect 
offinal failure too painfid to sustain. HPH' as elsewhere, Emerson's reac­
tion is representati\'e; it constitutes a major lcstament not on Iv to the 
doomsday trap of the rhetoric of conspnslls-the douhle bind of best 
and/or last-hut to the ideology that links high literature and popular 
culture in the tJ nited States. Having alten'lated often amI long hetween 
euphoria and despair. Emerson finally oplcd outright Ii)]' the culture. 
"My estimate of America." he confided in his journals, "is all or nothing." 
Beyond America. IlOthing: it was the PlTand internalizpd. and made an 
avatar of the Self. And sincl' Emerson rdilspd to abaudon hopc, since lilr 
him the Self was center and circumference of the spirit. he gave all to 
America. "Those lwho] complain about the flatness of Auwricall life," he 
decided, "have no perception of its destiny. Tllt'v are not Americans." 
They cannot see that Anwrica is "a garden of plenty,. . a magazine of 
power.... Here is man in the Garden of Eden: Iwre. tht> Genesis and 
the Exodus," and he)'(> is to he the Hevebtion. 36 

In that spirit, Emerson gr<>Pled tilt' Armageddon of the Hepublic. !Ie 
had been slow to l'ndorse abolitionism, He continu(>d to helieve in the 
inferiority of thc blacks (as well as of the Chinese, the Irish. and the 
Indians); and he had recentlv deft'nded stalcs ridlts. But he had no 
qualms about the war. By IR60 II{' was the oracl~ of an idpo!ogy fully 
matured, a ritual of crisis and control that had virtnallv assumed a dvnam­
ic of its own. America was in covenant with the futur~-it was con;ecrat­
ed, that is, to progress. unity, and thp middle class-and the South was 
not. Hpnce. once again. Americans had to rally to the task of fidfilling 
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God's will. Thp fathers had providpd tlw pattern and set thp direction. It 
was tinw fill' thp sons to complpte tlwir work. \Vhen the South would 
con!lJrlll, it too could join the errand toward the Amp.-ican City of God. 
\Ieanwhilp, Emerson conclndpd, dpstiny left tlw North no alternative: 
"\\'(' nlllst realize our rhetoric and our rituals. "37 

Well, til(' rhetoric allli ritnals \wre still heing realized in the late 1950s; 
and under the aegis, hy then, of a third set of bthcrs, among them 
Lincoln alld Emerson. But it nla\' he that 11:)60 marks the real climax of 
the story. 1 refl>r in general to the Widening rift or fissure in the hOllse of 
consensus, to the cultural schizophrenia that has intl'nsifled steadily ever 
since the Ci\"il \\'ar. In particlllar. 1 refl'r to the recent incnrsions of 
history upon the mvth of America. The rhetoric of consensus was huilt on 
the rejedion of limits; it inspired its adherents to reshape reality in a('­
conlance with pmphecy and vision; it thri\Td on the perils of Cog and 
Magog; hnt it may not 1)(' ahle to survive the reduction of "AmtTica" to 
tl\(' Ipvel of common sense. And hy all accoullts, common sensp has lwen 
impinging 011 the American \\'av. Apparelltly, tll(' SUlllmons to the great 
society and new fj"ontiers, the cries of millcnnium or doomsday, have had a 
hollow sound of late. Of coursl' all this has happened bei()rc, and the 
r1wtoric has always riscn to til(' challenge. Over and again it has m,lIIaged 
to absorh the lament (or celehration) mer the passing of the myth. The 
idl'ological pressures that f()rced late-nincteenth-century radicals to rp­
cast socialism in "the fj'anwwork of progressin' Iiheralism" (Dorothy Ross) 
,llso prcvelltl'd the "muckrakt>rs" from challt'nging "the premises ... of 
progress in its All\e.-ican guise" (Rllsh \\'l>lter); these \VeIT the pressures 
that led Frederick DOllglass, 011 "Colored People's Day" in IS9:3, to n>­
nOllllce all hasic altl'rnatin's to the system ('There is no Negro prohlem. 
The pmbkm is whether the Americall People have ... patriotism cnough 
to lin' lip to their own Constitution"), and "thp radical social critic" 
\\'illiam Dean Howells to cenkr his hopes UpOIl "his own 'home' ... the 
tme, the real America" (Alan Trachtenberg); under these pn'SSllres, the 
lahor lcadprs of the Gilded Age defilled nnionization as the "Good Old 
American \\'ay" C'we me,lII no conflict with legitimate ('nterpris(', no 
antagonism to n('cessary capital"j; thl's(, pressnres explain wh~· American 
Stalinists emolled "\\'ashington, Jdlerson, and Franklin ... posthumously 
ill the popular frOllt, ullder the slogan 'Communism is twpntieth-century 
Anwricanism' " (Edmund -'Iorgan); these pressures account fl)l' thl:' f~lilnre 
ofonr .'\lpw Left historians to dpal adeqllakly with the question of American 
conSl'nsus (Aileen Kraditor), and the "utter inc,lpacity" of Berkl:'ley stndent 
dissidl:'nts ('\'pn to "concci\'e of [SOllIe] alternative ascendant polity. in 
this world or any other," to the American \Vay (Palll Snidpnnan). The 
most recent hit of evidence in this line was the "hirth" in Clcvpland in 
1980 of a npw "Citizl:'IIS Party," which The Nele York Times reporter 

laconically termed "the latest in a historic seril:'s of left-Wing progeny." 
His report is worth citing as a testament to tilt' astonishing tenacity of 
the myth, and (ironically in this case) as a sort of state-of-the-consensns 

address: 

Some 275 ddl:'gates represented 30 states at the fClIlnding of what 
they call a "second party" rathpr than a third, on till:' frpquently 
stated conkntion that the Repuhlicans ,1l1d Democr,lts and their 
prospective cantlidatcs Wl:'re 0111' indistinguishabll:' mass. 

Delegates ine1uded oltl ratlicals of the Socialist era, young l:'nvi­
ronmentalists, ardl:'nt fl:'minists and lahor union ,lctivists; almost 
everyOlw was a "ist" of some kind. .. Speaker after speakpr l:'m­
phasized how different the Citizens Party convention would be from 
those or till:' major parties. 

Keynoting the eonvl>ntion ... Stnds Terkel, the Chicago writer, 
predicted that the new party would "rpdaim the American dream 
from th(> predators who",,'p stokn it-that's what this meeting is all 
about. "38 

So for till:' time lwing tIll:' myth is aliYP and wpll, at least ill Cleveland, 
Ohio. But not as well, 1 think. as it was in '5S, and ct'ftaillly not as alive as 
it was for Enll:'rson in IS60. During thp past two or three decalles-aftn 
Hiroshima, Vietnam, and \Vatngate-thp efllJrts to reclaim till:' American 
dream havl:' ('onll:' to spem inerl:'asingly strained. TIll:' encroachments of 
history appl:'ar to hp mOrl:' substantiaL the contradictions of capitalism 
more transpareut: the idcals or free l:'ntcrprise kss self-evident, even in 
the context of "Amprica." It's hard to imaginl:' the U nitcd Statl's, like 
Canada, as a country withont a mythologv. How can a society accustonll:'d 
to thinking of itself in absolutes accept tlll:' limitations of <lnalysisr How can 
a "peculiar people" that took their land b\, promise come to be!il'\'e, with 
the Canadian frontierswoman Susanna \Ioodil", that "whether the wildl:'r­
ness islreal or not/dqwnds on who lives tlwre"? Still, therl:' are grounds 
for hope. "i\1 yth is a type of speech chosen by history," as Boland Bartlws 
remarkt,d; "it is human history w"hich conVl:'lts rpality into speech, and it 
alone rIlles the lile and death of mythical lan,e;uages, "39 And histof\ has 
been making it clear for some time that the hazards of Ii\"ing ont the 
dream ontweigh tIll:' advantages. The antclwllnlll period brOtlght to harvest 
the flgul'al discO\ ery of AIll(·rica. This may he the ag(> of discovery of 
America as a cultural artibct. \\'ho knows, tlw errand mav cOlne to rest. 
wherl:' it always belonged, in the realm of the imagination: ~lI\d the l'nited 
States recoe;nized flu' what it is. not a beacon of mankind, as \\'inthrop 
prodainwd in his AI'he//a address of 16.30, not thc political i\lessiah, <IS 

the yonng -'Ickillp hvnllH'd in \\'hi/e-!(/ck('/-Ilot l:'\"('n a CO\'cu,lIltl'd P('O­

pie rohbl:'d hy un-AJ'ncrican prpdato;'s of their s<lcred tl'llst-hut simply 
gO!l//{!,o!lilll. jnst one mort' probn(' nation in till:' wildel'!wss of this worltl. 
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York, l!-J.5.5]. pp. 76- 771. hut part ,;1' th" eontrast ill\'oh-es "hat I eOllSid,'r Hartz's mistaken 
notion of the "clash" in Americall lihl'ralisnl hl'l\\'''l'n Loekt'an eosmopolitanism ami what he 
calls "a curioush I "'hraie kind of sl'paratism"-a pn"'ineial "pride of inlll'ritan,'('. not a 
pridt' of aehie\"nH'nt." "hll'h opposl'd till' ideals of "Christian univl'rsaliSln" allll Enlight­

enment progrl'SS (p ..371. \Vhat I wOllld snggest is that the figural eOIIl"'pt of ~"" lsra,'! 
allowed Americans to take pridl' 'imultan"lInsl\ in thl'ir inlwritalK'e allll in their aehi,',,·­

ment (present and to l'onw!. A, thl'figllrll its"lf implied. till' na!tonal e()\'('nant was a ""hick 
for somdhing larger: an expanding and potentiallv universalist eOlllnllJllit\· of shan'd \'alnes 

and ideals 
16. Ha'" Kohn. "Boll","tieiSln ant! tIll' Hisl' of Cerman :'oJationalism." Rnii'll' of I'olilics 

12(19,50):44,3-72, Hohert \1. Bl'rdahl. "I\ew Thoughts on Cennan Nationalisnl." AII/eril'lll' 
Hislorical HerinI' 77(19721: 65-MO. Franeo \'entlll'i. Hools of Herolutil'" I"ew York. ]9(6). 
pp. 122 fr. For a contrast in these terms hdween Auwl'ican allli other natiOl",l f'lIIns of 

milknnialisnL s"e f"r ,'xanlpll' Francis H. Hill. ""ationalist "Iillton<lrians amI "Iillt'llarian 
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Nationalists: Conflicts and Cooperation in :"ew .Insnalell1," Americal/ Bc!wl'ioral Scielltist 
16(1972): 269-88. 

17 Toe<jlw\iI!e, [)e/1l0I'l'lIClI, p, ,56: Hartz, Lilwrlll TraditilJll, p. 131 ,citing G,'neral 
Root): .Iam,'s FeninlOre Cooper, Xotiol/' of the AIIII'ri('(IIlS (Philadelphia, 18Zill. II. 143: 
:"athanielllawthol'lle, Thc ,\larl>lc Fallll. ed. :'-1. Krieger ('Il,'w York, 196 n, p. \ i. 

18. Benjamin Franklin, II·rilillgs. ed. A. 11. Snl\th (New York, 1005-71, \'01. \'III, pp, 
6(l:)- 14: Edward Pessen. "The Egalitarian \I\·th and the '\mnican Social Realit\': \\'ealth, 

\Iobilit\·. and E<jnalit\ in th" 'Era ofth" Common \Ian.· "in Thc ,\llIll!I-FlIc('/ed.lacksollial/ 

Lro. "d, E. P"SSl'n (London, 19771, pp. 7-46:.1. D. B. D"Bo\\, Stlltisticlli I'il'll' of till' (',S. 
(\\'asbington, 18S41: [',So C"llSlIS Oll",e, Sirtll CI'IlSIlS I\\'ashington , ],'>411: 1'('["1' Temin, 

Thc.!lIcholliall Lml/o/Il/II1\e\\' York, 19fi91. 

19, Catharine Ikec!wr. <jnotl'd in Kathr\'n K. Sklar, Cathllrillc Hccc!lI'r (:""w lla\'('n, 
197:11, p, J.'59: Catharin" I),-"eher. A Trellti,,' Oil [)ollll'stic Lco/IIJIIIlI (18411, cd, K, K, Sklar 

(New York, 19771, p, 13: Stanton and Brown, <jllotl'd in Sllsan 1', Conrad, Perish Ihl' Thollght 

(N"w York, 197fil, pp, 12:1-,24, ],50, 

20, \\'illiam Llonl Carrison, ":"0 ['nion \\'ith Slan'-llold('rs," Lilwrotor (18:171. in Slal­
erll,\lIacked, ed,.I, R, Thomas (Englewood Clifh, :\,.1, 19fi,SI. pp. 76-77: Carrison, <juoted 

in \\'illiam A, Ch'bse!J. Frol// Sacrcd to Profallc A//II'ricli (""w York, 196ill, pp. 9:1-94: 
Frederick Douglass, "Oration" 118,')41, in HllIck II ritcr, of'. \//lI'ril'll , "d, K, Kinnamon and R. 
Barksdalt- (1\e\\ York, 19721. pp. fl9-9,1, 99-101: Rantolll. quotl'd in Hush \\'eltl'r, The 

Mi//d ofA//lI'ri('(( ("'('\\' York, W7SI. p, 49: Lcwis Pern', "Adin Ballou's llop"dalt- Connnuni­
ty and the TIH'olog\ of Antishl\ CI'\'," Ullirch lIistonl :191 I97()): /(;- 17 (qlloting Bailon), 0, B. 
Frothingham, (;eorgc Ril'll'Il IBoston, I fl821, p. Ill, .Iohn lligham, Frolll BOlilldlcs"lI'ss to 

COl/Solidatioll (Ann Arhor, \Iieh" 19691, p, 1:3. 

21. ll"ll!'\' Da\'id Th 0 1'''''" , Ikf(mll PlIl'ers, ,,(I. \\" Click (Princ('[on, 19721. p. 124: Alh"rt 
BanH's, <juotl'd in P"rr\' \Iiller. Thc Lifi· of till' Milld of,'\//lI'rica (:\ew York, 19fi,SI, p. 8fi. 

22, I ref"r hen' sp''I'ihcalh- to Da\id Pottl'r's eritiqnc ,1(,lIowing that of G"orgc \\'ilson 
Pearson) of the Turner th"sis: "\\'hal ahollt the Spaniards .) Did th,' :'-lississippi \'alley 
makc thcm d,'mo(Tati(' ,.) In a word, do not th" 1,,\ "I of cllltlln' ,lnd th" 'fitn"ss' of a 

sodd\ I"l' th" wildel'll"ss, matter nlOH' than the \\'ildenwss'~" I'ottcr's argunl('nt i.s that "th" 
Anglo-Am"rieans w"n' particnlarh apt at ,',ploiting th" m'w ,'ountn'" (llistoni alld 

A//u.,-icllll Soci('/y, ed. D. E. Fehrcnbacher [Oxf(ml. 19731, p, 1331, Their aptm'ss, I would 
sllgg"st. like th" "fltm'ss" of their Sl)cict\, and culture, was dill' in considerable nleaSUH' to th" 
rhetoric and rituaLs tl",\, inberited, Indeed, the writings of Turner himself «'stil,' to that 
legac\', 

23, Douglas C, .Ion,'s, Hllllcrfly Oil Hock (Toronto, W70l, pp, ,57, fl7 -fl8: Brian Parker, 
"Is There a Canadian Identit\")" in The Ca//(ulillll II//llgilllltioll, cd, D, Staines (Cambridge, 

~Iass" 19771. p. 1,')4: :"orthrop Fn'e, TIll' H//sh ClInlclI (Toronto, 19711, p. 138, \largart't 
Atwoot!, Slirriud (Toronto, 1(72), PI" :»-,1,1: ;'I;orthrop Fn", "Conclusiou" to \'o!. II of Till' 

Litcrarlf History OfCIII/llt111, ed, c. F, Klinck (Toronto, IHili: 2d ed,l, PI" 220-21. 22,'j-2li, 
TIl(' imag" of the "11IIsh ('ouutn," iu efl(>ct links Fr\'e's "hush garden" with two other wideh­

a('("'plt'd defluitious of Canadian id"ntit\': the sp,'cial conditions of geograph\' and trade 
which, ac('oHlin,.; to tltt' classic" Laun'ntian thesis," shaped the "OIll'St' of Canada's de­

\'elopment (St'e Donald Creighton, Till' CO//lIl/criml I';/l/I'irc of t"c St, LIIIlTCI/CI' [Toronto, 
1937J), and the eonc('pt of tlw "mosaic," a "societ\' of allegianc('" as opposed to Alnerica's 
"socil't\' of COIn pact. " ,I nation of din'rSt' grollps loos"l, join,'d I" their common bith in h'ee 

entelvrise maInsa\' Cook. The Allll'll' LmfForl'ccr 1Toronto, 1971]. p, 1421. For the impor­
tance 01' til<' Iconti,'r "\Iwri,,"e,' in shapillg the conc('pt of the III",aic, se(' .Iohll A, Portt'r, 
The I'","icol .\fosllil' (Torollto, Wfi,S) , Sunllllarizing that "'p,'rienc(', \largarl't Atwood !T­

marks that in til<' [Inited Statt's "tIl(> \Vest was sonwthin,.; to he conqnered and claimed, The 

\\'est. or the wild"I'II"ss, is in Canadian fiction nluch Inon' likeh- to com(' through as a place 
of exile" (Sl/rciUlI. 1', 1211, And \Tt. as lloward Tenljl<'rle\' notes, "if Turner's theories work 
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for the United States, there is no logical reason why they should not work l(>r Canada," 
since "the Loyalist settlements would seem to meet Turner's requir('meuts mort' preciSt'h­
than many of the commnnities ahout which he and his disciples actHall\' did write" ('Fron­
tierism, Capital, and the American Loyalists in Canada," 101lnllll of AlIlericall Stlulin, 

13 [1979]:8), It amounts to a sweepiug testament to the power of rhetoric in sh'lping 

perception aI~,d experi~nc~: "," " . 
24, Frye, ConclUSIon, p, 324: Douglas Le Pan, A Countr\' \Vithout a \1\ tholo,-", III 

The Book of Ca 1I11dia 11 Poetry, ed, A,.I, M, Smith (Chicago, 1957: 3d, ,.,1.1: Barhar'l ;'I;O\·ak. 
"American Landscape: The Nationalist Garden amI the Iloh Book," Art iI/ ,\/l/I'ri('{/ fiO 
(1972): 50, 52; Richard S!otkin, Rcgel/eratio/l Tllrllllgl, \'iolc/lce (~Iiddletowu, 19731. pp, 
272-73; Cotton Mathe!'. Magllalia Christi AlIlericlI/l1i (1702), "d, T Hohhins (Hartford, 
1853), I, 33; Herman ~leh-ilk, IVI,ite-1"ckl'l, ed, I I. [{ad'ml, I I. Parker. ,md G T. Tanselk 

(Evanston, 1970). p, 1.51. 
25, Lyman Beecher, A RljonlllltilJll of ,\fora/.' (Andowr, ',,1 ass ' , 1814), p, 9: Charles G. 

Finney, Lect1lres Oil Reclcliis of Religioll (lil:3,S), ed, \\' G. \IcLoughlin (Camhridg,·, '"lass" 

1960), pp, 87, 120: William C, McLoughlin, Introduction to '1'''1' .\lIl1'ri('((1/ LUillgeliclI/'\' ed, 
W. G, McLoughlin (Gloucester, Mass" 19761, p. I: Francis \\'a\'land, '1'''1' J)lltin of 1111 

AmeriClIn Citi~('1l (Boston, 182,5), p. 19: Alhert Barnes, '1'''1' (;OSI'''' \'eccswrlf to (Jill' COIIII­

try (Washington, 1832), p, 22: William Sprague, Lel'llircs Oil RCl'il'lI/.' (New York, Ifl:3:3I, p. 

212; Mark Hopkins, cited in EnH'rson D;l\'is, Till' 1I111f-Ccl/lllnl (Boston, 18511, p, wi: 
William C. Conant. Xllrrotiu., OfCOI/I'ITSio/ls IIl/d Hl'ril'lds (Boston, 18,581. p. 29, 

26. Perry Miller, Life oft"l' Mil/ll, pp, 22, 47-48,11: Lawn'ne,'.I, Friedman, llIlcl/tors 

; of the Prollliscd Lli/ld ('Ilew York. 197,5), pp, 2fl6-fl7 (qUOtiHg Finn"\' and th" Oherlinit,'sl: 

George M, Frederickson, "A FOllnding Fal/lih ," XI'/{' York RITil'IC of Hooks, 9 ;'I;O\','mlwr 
1978, p, 40 (comnH'nting on lAnIan Beecherl: Timoth\' L. Smith, "Hight"OUSlH>SS and Hop": 
Christian Holiness and the \lillennial \'ision in \nlt'rica, 1800-1~X)(),"'\lIlericall ()/llirlerilf 

31(1979): 21-23, 44 (citing 1\ athaniel \\'ard Tm'lor, the ('\ angelical Cah inists, and the 

"perfectionists"), 
27, Philip Schaff. AlIll'I'im (18,541, ed, P,'rr\' '"Iiller ,C;unhridg", '"Iass. 19till, pp, 4, 

15-16, 18, 20-24, Compare Pan I Tillieh's aceonnt 01' how, "in spit(, of [his] ]l<'rm;UH'nt 

contacts with the old \\'orld, the '-Jew \\'orld grasp"d [him] with its irresistihle pO\"'r of 
assimilation" (TllI'ologl/, ed, H, \\" Bretall ,md C. W, Ke.g[e\ [",'w York, 19lill. 1', 601. 

28, As \Villiam A, Ckhsch not('s, in "Christian Interpretation.s of tl](' Ci"il \\'ar. 'C"//rc" 

Historlf 30(19611, pp. 219-22: "destiIl\' itself was the IIltimate isslle 101' the wal'l ,md 
Schaff cOlin ted it a 'priceless pri,il"ge 'to Iw ahl,· to \'i"" ncar at hand sneh a passage 

of the world's histol'\. In Cod's eharaeteristie wa\ th" ""il orwar was mat!e th" honr 
[when.l, the tnn: national "ocatioll was I'('g('n('ra;ed, 'For the repn'S('ntati,,' ('harad"r 

of this view, se,' Jam"s II. \Iorellt'ad, AIIII'ric((II,\l'o('([II/lJSI'(:\('W lIa"'IL HJ78), 
29, On tIlt' links Iwtwc('n aholitionism and IIliddlt--c1ass i,!t-olo,-" S('I' Pder F \\'alk,'r. 

Moml Choiccs (Baton Honge, La" 197fll and Aileen S. Kraditor. .\/i'((;I., ((1111 Lillis ill ,\l//cric((11 

Aboliti'illis/ll (:"ew York. 1972), Tlte gradllalist ,i,'" is well r"presented ill IL",·thonl("s 
COmmt'nts on the <lntisla\'('ry lllilitanb lH'nt Oil "s('\"pring into distracted frag)lH'nh that COIll­

mon l'Olmtr~ wllich Pro\ idcIll'{, hroll,ght into 011(' natioll, through a COIltilllwd Inirach' ofahllt)\t 

two hnndred \'ears, fj'mn the tlrst sdtl,'nn'nt or til(' :\nlt'rimn "ildern,·s.s Ill1til th" H,'\ollltion" 

(Life of Frallklill Piercc, in 11'0 rks , ct!. C, P L.ltltrOP [Boston, lfl871, X\'II. 16.S-tifi). On 

Lincoln and Donglas, se(' C"orge B. Forgi" , I'lIlricidc ill till' lIollsl' Diri"I''' l1\ew York. 
1979), and Edmllnd \Vilson's ('Omlllcnts on Dough.s'.s speedH'.s (concel'lling "that grcat 

mission, that destim which I'rO\'id,'nee has marked Ollt I"l' us", in Palriotic Corl' \:""w York, 
19(2), Pl'. "ii-x,iii, \kLollghlin noll's that "th" South"m E\ angelieals could not resist the 
strong patriotic nationalism and optimism whielt inll'rprt'l"t! the war as the nltinwt" sandil!­
ca[jon in hloot! of the di"ine mi.ssion or th" l'nitt'd St'ltes" ,Introdndion to ,\/11l'ric((1l 

EClIll/!.l'lisls, p, 211, and .Iann's 1', \Iadd('\, .II' .. ,lInplifi,'s this "i,'\\ in "Pros"I\'e1'\ \Iil!t-nnial­
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i.'m: Social Esehatoloh'" in Antt'hellum SOllthern Cakinism," A mericu Il Quarterly 31(1979): 
46-62. As Thomas V. Pl'terson ohsl'rw's in Ham alltl./apheth (London, 1978l. "the South­
erners inheritt'd thl' helief from thl' Pllritans that America was God's heacon of light to the 
world," and they Ilsed it hetwI'I'n 1830 and ISfiO to "valid<lll'" their "rac'iaI ethos," whereas, 

for their parL the aholitionists "elainH'd that the Southern order represented Iwither the 
civ'i1 nor the religiolls ideals of the American nation" (pp. 9,5, 921. 

30. .Iohu Higham. "IIauging Togdher: Divergent l'nities in Anll'ricall I1i'tory." ./ournul 
or A/lll'rit'all Hislon/ 61(1974): lO-18. Cf. Haimondo Luraghi. "The Civil War and the 

Modernization of Anwril'an Soeietv: Social Structllre and Indllstrial Hevoilltion in the Old 

SOllth Edille allll During the War." Uri! \\'ar /Jislon/ 18(1972):213-42, and Erie Foner, 

"The Callses of the Civil VVar: Heel'nt Interprt't"tiollS and ]\I'W Dirt'ctions," Ciei! \I'ar 
Hisl"ry 20(1974): 197-214. 

31. Alan Traehll'nl",rg, Thl' IIlt'0!'J)()ralioll ,,{AlIll'rilll, f(lItheoming from IIill and VVang 

("lew York, 198)): FrvI', HlIsh Gonh'lI. p. 104: Victor TlIllwr, "Liminal to Liminoid, in Play, 
Flow, and Hitllal: An Essav in Comparative Symholol-.'V·," Rit'!' ['/I;eITsil,/ SI",liI's, 40(1974):86. 

Tht' dl,\(,lopnH'nt I speak of IH're is disellssed II'om a somewhat dilJi:.rellt perspective by 

Haymond Williams. In CIIIIIII'1' al/(I SOt'il'f//, 171iO-I950 (I\ew York. (958), Willial'" traees 

the enlt'rg,'nce and growtb of a concept ofellltllrt' that rl'll"s not to tbe integratt'u wholl'nt'ss 

of a society, hilt. Oil tilt' contran. to a privati' wholl'lIl'ss, a spiritllal and moral illtegrity 

t'mhodit'd inc<Tt"ill peiv'ilt'gt'd individll"k dt'rin'd li'om the hroad inheritanl'I' of the hest of 

past civilizatiolls, "nu often dirt,ctly opposed to tbt' v"luI's of moderni/.atioll. "Culture" in 

this wnw providt'd the gronnds 1(1I diswnt throngh the Homalltic' ,,"d V'ictorian periods. It 
emholdelled "a ccrtain Ilnmher of al;l'lIs," in 1\lattlll'w Arnold's WOrt"- to stru,ggle against 

"tIll' common tide of ml'n', thollghts in" wealths allll industrial eommllnits," allll inspired 

thenl to assert in its pl"ee "a gl'lH'rallllllllanl' spirit." " "lose ofhllm"n per!('etion" that was 
grollnded ill one's "hest self" as distind li'om olle's sm'i,,1 identity. whl'ther national. politieaL 

or l'I'OI'OIl1il' (CIIIIIII"(' al/(I ,\/lIIrl'h//, ed. I. Cregor [NI'w York, 1969], pp. 169-76, t't 

passim), TIlt' classic AIIH'ric<lll writ('fS Il('\"t'r pt'ITei\"pd art Of culture in quitt' thi~ sellst'. 

Hather, theY' tendl'd to assoeiate till' "best self' with a mvthie Alneriean self, the "hlllnane 
spirit" with the-\nwriean "spirit ofplaee," "human pI'di,ction" with tIll' "true American VVay," 

and cnltllll' itself \\ith the mission of Anll'riean deliloeracy. \'one of tht'nl adopted the 

HOllli.lJltic-Antill<lllliall stand of H~ rOil or Baudelaire against "the COllllllOJl tidf'." ~()Ill' of thelll 

l'IlS'isiOlll'd, with Sehill,'r. an "aestll('ti(' St"tl'" I",vond and apart li'olll national ideals. And 

none oftlll'm challenged til<' politiml and l'I'onolllie I'rl'lll;sl's ofcapit,disnl. As John Higham 

ohSlTvl's. "1':v'en the trollbkd responSl' to tl'('hnoloh'V of an occ"sil"",1 ]\athanil,1 HawtllDrne 

or IIerrllan \-Ich ilk pales in I'oiliparison to the ontrage of a Tholllas CarlY'II' or a .Iohn 

Hilskin," amI he attrilllltl's this, "c(,lIrately I think. to tht' AnH'rimn "ideologiealeast of mind" 

('Hanging Togetlll'r," pp. 19~2()). The Inost ineisiv'e alld br-ranging analYSis of AlIll'rimn 
litl'ratnrt' Ii'om this perspcdi\'(' is \ISTa .IehJr.n. ''1'hl' I\ew VVorid Epie: TIll' 1\'O\'el am] the 
M iddll'-Class ill Ameriea," Soill/(/gulldi 3(j( 19771:49-68. 

.32. Halph VValdo Emnsoll. '/ollnlllis (/"'/ ,\tisl'dllll"'llI/s .\'oll'l)()oks. ed. V\·. II. CiI,nan 
(Camhridgl', \lass .. 19()0~ 77l. 11.:3 90. 114; \\orks, ('II E. W. EIlll'rson (Boston. 190:3-4), 
Xl, ,S37 --:38: Vlll, 2:3.3-,14: I, 127 (SI'I' aLso II, 218: Ill, 71-72: Xl. 205, 3971. 

3:3. Enll'rson. \I'o"ks, I. 1.56: VI, 1O's-6, 90, Y,1, Y7; idelll. qllotl'd ill .Iobn ClY\'(,lti. 

,\/JUsIII'S of Ihl' Sdf.\f(/dl' .\1011 \Chieago. 19(5) pp. 88~lm, and in F. O. \btthiessen, 

AII/I'ril'(/II RI'II"isw/III'" (]\ew York, 19411.1'.4: idem '''ork,l, XL 's2!J: rhl' Corrl'sl'o(/d,,"I''' (/1' 
L"'l'rsoll (//1(1 ('",,1,,11', (·d . .I. Slatn (\ew York, 19(4), pp. :37-38. 4k. 's2; I':IllI'rson, quoted 

in John C. Gl'rher. "Emerson and the Political Eeonollli,ts." .\'''"' r:lIgl,,!/d ()II(//71'rh/ 22 
(194Y)::345; En1l'rsoll, Work.s. IX, 199 and Xl. ,541 ISI'I' also!ollnlllis. IX, 340. allll X. 228: 

idem. \I'orks, V'l, 8,5, and X, 2481. \btthil'swn 1,'lt that it was "staggningh illnoel'lIt" on 
Emer.... oll·s part to "l'Ollllllit hi1l1St·lftll ~uch r('ll1ark....... I.\/Iwric(/lI H('/lais,\,lIH('(', p. 4.!. Ifso, it 

was the ""'11' staggt'ring innoel'm'l' that allowed Innltitlldl'S of Alllerimll.s to belieY'l' that th(' 
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rinciples of their ellltllle were the laws of God, reason, and natllre. As the St'hI'II"c!"d,/ 

~efieClor reported, f(,lIowing a II,ctnll' hy Emerson in Dpcemher 11'>,52: "Tbo,se who went to 

hear Transc"Jlllentalism eame away astonished to find that theY' had nndcrstood, admired. 

and most ht'artilv approwd" (qlloted in Joel Porte, Rl'l'rl'sl'III(/lirl' eIf,," [I\ew York. IY79], 
,85; see also Porte's hrilliallt anahst's ill this hook ofLnglish Tmils and "vVealth") 

p 34, William Chan'at. Thl' Profl'ssioll of AulllOrshi,J in A/lI('ril'll (ColumhllS. Ohio. HJ61i). 

61-65; Emerson. qlloted in \-Iatthit'ssen, A "'" ri(,(111 H"",,iss(/"I·I'. 1'. 77; Enwl'.,oll. 

;~rnals, VIl, 431: .Iesse Bier:.,"VVelH'rism,. Franklin, an". the Tral,,:eendental SlY·le." .\'1'11' 

England Qrwrll'rl!/ 43( 1970): 119-92. In tIm regard. one 1Il1Jr., to I horeall s ontIook (sv'm­
bolic and idealistie as well as political aud l'cOlu"nicl i.s his II" iew of .I. I':. Ett.!<T s tract Oil 

the utopian prospects of tl'c!moloh'V', Porlldi.w' 10 1)(' Rl'glli//l'd ,183,31. whel'!' Thorean con­

demns Etzh-r not-as m,m\' Enropean Homantie.s allli V'idoria", wonld have donl,-I"'l'allSe 

of his faith in the limitlt'" alh'antagl's o['laisSl'/-f"ir(' jlllillstrialisnl, hnt. on the ('ontrar\'. Ii,r 

his neglect of tht' lai ..... scz-bire notioll that hefort, "we llla~ ('ll;oy ollr ,"ll('l't~"i.'" tog(·tlH'r'" Wt' 

."must first sll('('t'ed alolll'" ! \I'rili//g,1 [Bostoll, 190(j1. 1\', 2'J~J). In this ]",Ii'-I'. Thorl'all and 

'Whitman may' Ill' compared with m,mv' I'v'allgclicab of tlll'ir tillll' ,Sl'l' \Villialll C. \kLollgldin. 

"Pietism and thl' Aml'rieall <:haradl'r." A//writ'oll (Yt/(/rll'rl" 17 [IY6,S!:1701. \"hitman's 

"attacks on "wage slas'el'S" and "n,('re lllatl'ri"li.SlIl" I'!'Sl'lnhh- thos(' of the SOlltlll'rn ['reI' 
'. enterprise advomtl's (sel' :\Iarmor, "Anti-IndllStrializatioll," 1'1'.387 -911. Thon'an's praise 

"of the "spare, simple" lik-hawd on "imprm I'mellt of mind and eharadlT: a liIl' of inde­

.pendence disciplin('d I" V'irtll('''-im il<'s cOlnparisol1 with till' Iilll'rtariall d('lnocrats de, 

scribed by Marvin \!sl'rs inTI,,· '/(/l'kS<JlI;o// Pl'r.",osiu// (Stanl,ml, 19,57: the qllotatiollS 

above come li'om p. 184L See fmth('r Dav'id :'siohh-, Hisluri(/I/S .\gllin'l lJi,lu,.,/ (1\lilllll'apo­

dis, 1965), p. Ill; John F. Lmell, Th(' J)I'S;gll oflhl' Prl'sl'lIl (:'siew IIavI'n. 19691. p. 19:3: 

Herbert F. Smith. 'Thorean :Vmollg the Classical Ecollomists." lC//wrwJII Slwil'f,/ (),1I/1'/1'I'1I/ 

23(1977):120 fr.: and .Iohn P. DiggillS, "Thort'an, \lan. and the 'Hiddll's' of ..\liellatioll." 
Social Resellrch 3,J(1978):,571-97 

35, DOIllH'lIs, qlloted in \liehael Felln1<ln. rhl' ['lIlwl/llil('(1 FI'IIIIW (\('w York. I97:J1, pp. 

124-25, 13's-36, 142: Bellalll\', qllot('d in Kell'll,th \1. HO(,II11'r. Thl' o!JS<J11'f1' .\'('(I'ssil" 

(Kent, Ohio, 197bL p. 3: V\'alt \\'hitmall, "Allll-rican Futnrity," in Gollwrillg uf /hl' Fun'n. 

ed. c. Rogers and.l. Illa('k (:'si I'W York. IY201. I. 27 -2k, and 1klllOl'ra/it' \'isills ill Colll'ell'd 

Poetryallil Sl'!l'l'fl'd Pmsl'. I'd . .I. E. \Iilll'r, Jr. (EostOll, W,591. p. 4%. Cf. Cmtis Dahl, "TIl<' 
American School of Catastmph('," :\/l/l'ri(,(111 (Jllllrll'rl,/ I Ii IlJ's9l:.'3kO~90, DaV'id DeLeoll, 

rhe All/l'riUlII .\//lIn·hisl (Baltimoll', (978): Tador Stoehr, .\'(/I/-So"illg ill CUllmnl (lialllden, 
Conn., 1979): and Hohert Bellah. The Brokl'lI CO"I'1Ii1l11 (:"I'VV' York. 197,51. 

36, Meh-ilfl'. Whill'-./lIckel, p. l.51. and C/orl'!, I,d. V\' BI'/.aIlSOIl I:'sie\\ York. 10601, p. 70 

(see also HezallSoll's dis(,lIssioll [Introdnction. p. cV'il of "the social IIlYth which I \1 elv'i II I' J 

had often criticized hilt which had nomislll'd hi., Iii" and art"l, Enll'rson. !(!111'/1II1.I. Ill. 14, 
and Works, XI, ,544 and VIII. 142-43 (see also VII. :J99, 417 and Xl. ,383~k71. 

37, Emerson, \\'orks, Xl, ,5:30 ili'om "The Fortn,l<' of tIll' Hl'pn],li('," mil' of the Inaior 
instanct's of' til<' rhetDric of Allleric,lll ('()IlS('II:-'lI~l. 

38, Dorothv' Hoss, "The Liheral Tradition H('sisitl'd and the He]Jnhliean Tradition Ad­

dressed," in Y,'/I' lJirl'l'fiu/ls ill AII/(Til'oll IlIll'!lI'elllol lJisll/,.,/, ('d. J. Ili~ham and P. K. 

Conkin (HaltinlOl'!', 19791. Pl'. 116. 131 ISI'I' also Ill'r I'S"I\ on "Socialisn, and American 

Liberalism: A<'ademil' Soeial Thonght in the I8bO.s. " Persl'l'('/il'l'.s ill :\l/Ieri('(111 l1islo,.,/ II 
[1977-781:7-791: Hnsh Welter, "Th(' Idea ofProgrl'ss,"'/ullrJllIl u{lhl' Hislu,.,/ of Idl'os 16 

(19.55), 414-· 1.5: Tra<'ht"nherg, IIIt'url'ora!iulI o{ AllwriUl (tl,l' rdl'II'nl'I'.s to lahor h-aders, 
liowells, and Donglass ('onll' from thi.s stnuv', with p('lInis.sion of the an thor): Edlllllnd S. 

Morgall . "Contlid and ConSl'llSns ill the Anlt'riean IkV'olntion," in I':sso,/-s Oil Ihl' AJIIl'I'icll1I 

Revollll;oTl, ed. S. C. Kllrtz and I. H. Hntson (;'slew York. 197.1). pp. 289-90; AiI"l'n Kraditor. 

"American lIistoria", on tlH'ir 'Ha,li('al HI'ritage," Posl c., Prl'sl'lIl ,56119721: 140-41: Palll 

Sniderman, A (Jrll'sliO/l or ],ol/ldl'/, f(lrthcon,illg Irolll University of C"lil"rnia Press (Ill'rke"'v', 
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19H 11; \Varren \\'ea\('1". .Jr. "Citizens 1',lrh' Born in UnDrthoJ"x Wa\· ... Til(' .\'l'!" York 

Til1U'.I" 1.3 .-\pril 19HO, p. I.=J. Snidenllan's research iIH"O]Vt'S intetYil'ws '","ith a large group 

"f'''''ienat",!,' oll'lnlll'rs of the Berkel,'\' lUllllllllllih·. He repDrh that to till' qlll'siion .. 'how 

clost' dot's it ["the '\1I1l'ril'<ln fC)rIn of g()\'l~rIlIlH'lIt"] <:Ol11t' to fitting ~'{)ur idt',l of \dwt the 

hl'st possihle I,mll of gO\'l'nJml'nt shollid h,J then' S('l'IllS to Ill' litil,' ,"tl'l'lIat;\" to 

Aml'ri"a. \\'hat tlll'\ Illost oftcll ",,,, f(,r is lIot ,I transl'lI'Iliation of tlll''''st''1ll hilt 

r'ltlwr a IllOdifll'atioll of .1 ....pl'l'U,C gorerJul/I'1I1 jwli("y l'\ ell if thl'~ an' politically l'lll­

I,ittl'l'l'd IThlls] till' l'hoi"l' "" 'honght w,' "ad to olakl'--wlll'tlll'r ,h,'r" arc a great 

Inan\' alil'lIated or h,mll\ all\-is a lalsl' l'hoi,'". TIll' idea of allotll,'r promisl'd land, 

Oil" that might slll'pass till' PJ'l>III iSl' of :\lIll'ril'a itsl'l/. hits ""\ "I' t,lh'II hold. E\"'lI in 

till' \l'ar.s of l,ittl'r ,hs('l,rd xxllil''' this stnd\ rl'eonls lth,' Iat" WhOsj. ill all ",",'a of the 

l'()\llltr~ \\-'here Ill'arl~ l'\ l'r~ /<Inn or political disillusioll ,llld n.'.Il'l'tioll \\'iIlS a suhstantial 

nll',lSlIn' of "Illholi,' Sllpport the id"'l of Alneril'a n'IIIai Its thl' idea of pJ'l>IlIi,,' ... (Qnoted 

1"'Ill'rIliission of till' allthor.1 

:,9. \largard \twood. Tlrl' .Iollnl(/I., or Sf/\III/>III .\lood;1' (Toronto. HJ7()). pp. 1:2-/3; 

Holalld Bartill's . .\lytl",log;n. tran.s. :\. La\ers I LOlldon. 1~7:2). 1'. 110. ,\t"oo,l's lilll's are 

of course a poetic renditio!l of ~l()()di('\, olltlook. a~ pn· .... l>llt('d ill }{()lI!.!.hill:.!. It ill the Blish 
,'-'l'XX York. IH.'>:2I. Se,' also J)a\idThollll'soll. FI'I1(I'I';1I \\·(,\·/I'rll.\'o)'tlr .'\1/1/'),;"(1. J~io,·l-J/jJ2, 

ed. \'. C. !lopwood ,Tol'llllto. J97 [I. 

Fiction and the American Ideology: 
The Genesis of Howells' Early Real ism 

In a book published undt'r tilt' title Dellwcracu a/l(l the .voccl. 1 I dis­
'cussed tht' unt'asy rt'lationship Iwtwt't'n major Anlt'rican writers of tilt' 
':nineteenth ct'ntury and the largt' popular allllieJll't' that came into exist­
ence with the industrial revolution and tlw sprt'ad of free public educ,l­
··tion. Hert' I should likt' to dt'vt'lop furtht'r one of tlw topics touched ou iu 
.that book, the work of William Dt'an Howt'lls, For almost fIfty Yt'ars. 
;down to his dt'ath in 1\:)20, Howd]s was associat!:'d in tilt' t'vt's of tht' 
treading publie with the doctrint' of "realism" that Iw ad\'()cate(i in season 
"and out, As a residut' of this chapt('\' in our lit!:'rary history. Howt'ils' The 
Rise of Silas Laphall/ continued until qllite recently to appear on high 
school reading lists. althongh even bef()rl' the First World War the iu­
evitable pendnlum swing of tast!:' had lwglln to generate a rejection of 
realism by advanced-guard writers, and in 19.30, wht'n Sinclair Lt'wis 
denounced Howells in his )Jobcl Prize acceptallct' spt't'ch, lw was voicing 
an attitudt' that was alrt'<ldv a cliche amonl.( intellt'dllals. 2 

I think I am hlllv awan" of Howt'lls' limitations as a writt'r; in bet somt' 
of the things I sh~ll have to sa~' about him latt'r mav st't'm t'xccssivt'ly 
severe. Bnt his work has grt'at historical interest I)('caus(' it provides 
access to tht' attitudes that Wt'n' dominant in Anlt'rican socit'ty during 
several dt'cades bef()rt' and aftt'r the turn of the twentidh centurv; tht' 
technical difficulties with which Howt'lls struggled \\'('IT bcet! 1)\ a ~holt' 
generation of writt'rs. In DCII/ocrac/f alld Ill(' .vocel I dealt at SOl~w It'ngth 
with tht'st' problems as they app('ar in :\ Modl'rJ/ IlIslall('1' (1882). tht' 
navel that he regardt'd as his "strongest. "3 )Jow I should like to extend tht' 
historical inquiry backward in time by looking at a book by IImVt'lls 
published ten years earlit'r (in I87,3) during what might be c,dled tilt' 
prenatal phase of his d('velopllH'nt of tlll' realistie method, 
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