Historical Study B41

Reading Assignment for Week of April 4.
1. The emphasis this week will be on The Minister’s Wooing. Read as much as you can, but for our purposes, the most important chapters are: 1-3, 7, 9, 10, 11, 17, 30, 35, 39, 40.  Come prepared to discuss them.

2. The other two readings listed on the syllabus (a Longfellow poem and Chapter 6 from The Age of Homespun) are suggested rather than required. Professor Ulrich will discuss them in lecture. 

Study Questions for April 4.

1. The Minister’s Wooing is both an anti-slavery novel and a sentimental love story. Which characters figure in both stories? What are the unifying threads between the two plots? 

2. Who is the hero or heroine of the novel?

3. Stowe says that Katy Scudder has “faculty”? What is it? Does Mary Scudder have it? Does Candace?  Do any of the male characters?

3. How does Stowe’s critique of Christian practice compare with William Apess’s? 

4. Compare the love story in The Minister’s Wooing with those in The House of the Seven Gables and The Courtship of Miles Standish. Are Stowe’s lovers different in any way?

