Midterm Guide
HSB 41

Inventing New England 

Professor Laurel Thatcher Ulrich

ID’s (10 Points Each)  Please identify (author, title, context or character, and approximate decade) and explain the significance of three (3) of four (4) quotes from primary sources.
Essay Section (70 Points): Your essays should have an argument supported by evidence from both readings and lectures.  You will be graded not only on your control of information, but also your ability to identify and discuss patterns in the information you have learned.

Essay Questions:

1. At Thanksgiving dinner, your grandmother learns that you have taken a course on New England history.  She asks you to share with the family what you have learned about the Pilgrims and the First Thanksgiving.  What will you say and how will you say it?  Your answer should show mastery of historical facts and an understanding of the uses of memory.

2. Compare Nathaniel Hawthorne’s representation of Colonel Pyncheon’s prosecution and treatment of Mathew Maule with what you have learned about the prosecution of witches in seventeenth-century New England.  Remember that Hawthorne was an avid antiquarian researcher as well as a writer of “Romances.”  What aspects of his story reflect 17th century history, and what aspects reflect 19th century concerns?

